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Welcome 

Welcome to the spring edition of the GEEP newsletter!  

GEEP organisations have, as always, been busy over the last few 
months supporting schools in developing their sustainable and 
outdoor curricula.  Find out how your school can get involved!   

In this newsletter you can read about Energy Workshops from Severn 
Wye, Greening Days to be held in Stroud schools, accredited CPD 
training and various opportunities available to help your pupils learn 
in the outdoors. 

Gloucestershire Environmental Education Partnership is a network of 
member organisations, each with specialist knowledge and 
expertise.  

This is the season to enjoy outdoor learning opportunities, so read 
on for information about what our organisations have to offer over 
the coming months.  

We hope you enjoy this and all future editions of this newsletter. 
 
For further information, you can also visit our website: 
www.geep.org.uk  
 
 
Sally Morley and Gillian Traverse,  
Guest Editors ‐ Gloucestershire Environmental Education Partnership 
 
For more information, please contact  
Mark Stead 
Chair GEEP 
marks@severnwye.org.uk 
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Exploring Habitats? Join us for a Day 
Visit in the beautiful Forest of Dean! 

We are delighted to offer Curriculum-linked day 
visits to the gorgeous RSPB Nagshead Nature 
Reserve in the Forest of Dean.  

Discover the secrets of life in the pond,  

… how plants grow and reproduce,  

… explore the variety of life in woodlands and 
meadows. 

Enjoyable games and activities engage learners 
and provide memorable experiences from which 
to build further study back in your setting.  
Alternatively, visits provide a fitting conclusion 
to a series of lessons linked to your topic. 

 
Real Experiences 

 

Memorable Learning 

Engaged Learners  
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For further details of these and other day visit 
offers, including ‘Rock and Fossil’ Workshops in 
your setting, or to enquire about bespoke 
programmes to suit your needs, please contact: 
 
Gillian Traverse  
Outdoor Learning Solutions – 07790 889967 
outdoorlearningsolutions@gmail.com 
Twitter: @allout4learning 

 



 

Sustainability Workshops offered by SWEA 
 

 

Now available - Sustainability 
workshops for schools 
We can support your sustainability projects and 
eco-schools work. 

We have now developed a full range of 
workshops to support both primary and 
secondary schools’ sustainability work. All of 
our workshops are designed to tie in with the 
new National Curriculum and make an ideal 
addition to your eco-schools work, environment 
days, enrichment activities or curriculum work. 
 
We have the following workshops available: 

 Energy and Environment (Primary and 
secondary) 

 Ecological footprints (Secondary only) 
 Renewable energy for the future 

(Secondary only) 

As well as individual workshops, we are also 
able to offer a full day of activities to include: 
 

 A whole-school assembly to introduce the 
day 

 Up to 3 workshops of your choice 
 Energy detectives training enabling 

pupils to monitor energy-saving 
behaviour in the school. 

 Staff training, showing the range of 
resources available to support your 
school’s sustainability work 

All of this for just £90+VAT (£120 + VAT for fee 
paying schools). 
Single workshops available from £45 + VAT (£60 
+ VAT for fee paying schools). 

To book a workshop or sustainability day for 
your school please contact: 

Mark Stead 

Project Manager (Education) 

marks@severnwye.org.uk  

01452 835068. 
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Creative Sustainability CIC 
Education for Sustainability, 
Inclusion and Youth Empowerment 
Tesco has teamed up with Groundwork to launch 
its Bags of Help initiative in hundreds of regions 
across England and Wales. The scheme will see 
three community groups and projects in each of 
these regions awarded grants of £12,000, 
£10,000 and £8,000 – all raised from the 5p bag 
charge. The public votes for a local project in 
their store to receive these awards.  

Creative Sustainability has been selected by 
Groundworks UK for one of these grants and will 
deliver a Greening Day in secondary schools in 
the Stroud area. Each participating school will 
receive a bespoke day of expert-led activities 
with an entire student cohort and staff to 
improve school grounds through hands-on 
experiential activities and environmental 
workshops including: 

 pond building. 
 making pollinator and small mammal 

habitats. 
 making bird and bat boxes.  
 sowing wildflower meadows.  
 planning orchards and hedgerows.  

Every school will be able to decide which 
activities they would like from this varied 
selection. The project will leave an improved 
site with more potential for outdoor learning and 
increased wildlife. 

More information about the Greening Days, a.k.a 
Sustainability Days, is available on our website  

http://www.cscic.org/info/our-projects/green-
day/.  

We will start planning with schools this term and 
deliver in May, June and September to suit them. 
We've two schools booked and welcome enquiries 
from staff and students from secondary schools 
in the Stroud area.  
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Project Aims: 
1.To leave a legacy of improved habitats and eco-
systems in five secondary schools; enthused and 
empowered students and staff; outdoor learning 
spaces and places which support curriculum-based 
teaching and learning.    
 
2. To give opportunities to students to learn 
practical skills and increase related confidences, 
developing knowledge and understanding of the 
issues around sustainability.   
 
3. To encourage and prompt staff and management 
take further measures towards developing 
sustainability for campus, curriculum and 
community, having created good links with a range 
of experts.   
 
4.  To demonstrate good practice for learning in 
the outdoor natural environment to staff and 
senior management.     
 
Greening Days will be staffed by a team of 
environmental and sustainability experts from 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Stroud Valleys 
Project and Down to Earth among others. A 
greening day typically involves 120 students, 5-10 
members of staff, 5-10 young volunteers and 10 
experts in a carousel of activities.      
 
All activities are underpinned by themes of 
sustainability, natural systems and the inherent 
value of nature and support the development of 
active, engaged and effective citizens.  
    
Each Greening Day costs £2,500 including specific 
project development prior to the big day, all 
experts planning and delivery time, specific 
materials and resources and materials including 
plants. Schools will contribute £500 to their day.      

 
 



 

Secondary Schools grounds in the area are taken 
care of by contractors which favour large mown 
areas and tarmac. Whilst staff are able to allocate 
small areas to a specific department for 
educational purposes, there is little or no overall 
planning for the whole site. Access to those areas 
of interest is limited and they are underused. 
Ownership by students is not encouraged and gives 
rise to vandalism.     
 
Secondary Schools have large areas of land in urban 
environments and could support much needed 
wildlife corridors and habitats. Restricted budgets 
and time are an issue but lack of expertise and 
knowledge stops schools from improving their sites 
and prevents options from being explored. 
Students are being given poor messages about the 
value of supporting nature to flourish and have no 
opportunities to develop skills, knowledge and 
understanding to change this cycle of 
degradation.     
 
We believe that schools are the first place to 
change hearts and minds, setting an example for 
young people, raising expectations and challenging 
thinking. Young people take home ideas and 
experiences and share them with their peers. In 
this way they provide flourishing outdoor school 
environments that are the most influential of all 
outdoor spaces in our communities.      
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Actually spending time working and playing 
outdoors can be hugely influential on a young 
person's enthusiasm for learning. 
 

Our significant experience working with 
young people, in and out of school settings, 
shows us how young people from all different 
backgrounds, ages and abilities flourish in 
outdoor natural environments, where they 
can develop new skills, take positive risks, be 
physically active, work together for a 
common goal and take responsibility for 
natural environments.     Young people have 
told us they rarely supported or facilitated to 
do so by community, schools or family. They 
have told us they want more outdoor learning 
opportunities and hands-on activities; to take 
part in improving local places, habitats and 
eco-systems and to learn practical skills while 
doing so; to have a better understanding of 
eco-systems and natural resources so that 
they understand how to protect and enhance 
natural environments; more opportunities to 
spend time in nature including simply 
enjoying the inherent value of nature so that 
they want to protect it.  In addition the 
disabled young people we work with have 
told us they have no opportunities to work 
alongside their non-disabled peers and very 
few opportunities to spend time in nature 
with the support they need.     
  
For more information contact:  

Anna Bonallack 

Company Director 

2 Model Cottages, Stroud, GL6 7DN 

Creative Sustainability CIC  



 

Energy Detectives at Brockworth 
Primary Academy 
Energy Detectives, our sustainable energy 
project for primary schools, has been running in 
Gloucestershire since 2014. To date, we have 
achieved average energy savings of 12%, which 
has been almost entirely the result of behaviour 
change in the schools that have taken part. 

Here, we hear from Juane and Lola, year 6 
pupils from Brockworth Primary Academy who 
are currently taking part in the project… 

 

Dear Schools of Gloucestershire, 

I am Juane [you pronounce it u-n-a]. Me and my 
partner Lola are writing you this update. We 
have been working with Mark Stead from 
Severn Wye Energy Agency. We have been 
studying energy use and why we need to save 
it. We need to save it, so we can save the 
world. 

Every day of the school week, we have been 
checking around the school to see if they have 
turned off their computers, their projectors 
and their lights. Here in Brockworth Primary 
Academy we have different people doing 
different classes.  If all the lights are off, we 
give them a tick or a smiley face, if they have 
some of the lights on we give them half a tick 
or a half happy / half sad face, and if they 
have all the lights on we give them an “x” or a 
sad face.  We give a certificate and prize to the 
class with the best score each week. 

Power stations have to use fuels like coal and 
gas, which is very bad for the environment, to 
produce electricity for everyone. But not 
everyone has electricity.  In Africa only rich 
people have it. In South Africa they have this 
thing called “loadshedding” where at a certain 
time and a certain place, they turn off the 
electricity. 

 
 
On 18th March we held a ‘Dress up Bright Day’ to 
raise money for Solar Aid. Solar Aid provide solar 
lamps to families in Africa so they don’t have to 
use polluting, dangerous and expensive kerosene 
lamps. We raised £148, which will mean 50 
families in Africa will be given a solar lamp. 

This term we have been trying to get people to 
use less lights in the school and next term we will 
be looking at computers and other electrical 
things. 

Thanks for reading our Energy Detective update. 
 

 
Juane and Lola (Y6 Energy Detectives at 

Brockworth Primary Academy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Juane and Lola 
 
 
We would like to thank the Summerfield 
Charitable Trust who have funded our work with 
Brockworth Primary Academy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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A recent survey grabbed media headlines earlier this 
year by announcing that ¾ of UK children spend less 
time outdoors than prisoners in a US maximum 
security jail. 
 
The research, carried out by One Poll on behalf of a 
well-known brand of washing products, found from 
their survey of parents and children that 74% of 
children in the 6-11 years age group in the UK play 
outside for less than one hour a day. In the Indiana 
prison they visited, prisoners are entitled to two 
hours each day outside, and they are passionate 
about how precious that time is.  
 
Time spent outdoors offers many physical and mental 
health benefits:  physical activity is good for body 
development and can contribute to reducing levels of 
obesity; sunshine helps the production of serotonin, 
boosting mood and helping a person to feel calm and 
focused, and certain wavelengths of light help to 
regulate our Circadian sleep/wake cycle for healthy 
rest; stress levels can be reduced by time spent 
outside, and research is beginning to show how 
walking and talking together in the outdoors can 
impact positively on the quality of creative thinking 
that ensues. 
 
So, if being outside is seen as a right for a prisoner, 
can we help to redress the balance for our learners 
by providing rich, relevant and stimulating learning 

opportunities in the outdoors, as part of our normal 
on-site provision?  The answer is a resounding “Yes!”  

For some children, an outdoor approach helps them 
to engage with their learning in a meaningful way for 
the first time. Learners enquire, investigate and solve 
real problems together, becoming motivated and 
showing improved levels of concentration and 
ownership of their learning. 
 
Whilst taking the curriculum outside is not without 
challenges, all areas of the curriculum can be 
delivered using the outdoors, and help is at hand!  
The following accredited awards can be added to 
your CPD portfolio and add zest to your teaching! 
 
Award in Outdoor Learning Practice  (Level 2 QCF)  
 
This course is suitable for childminders, nursery 
practitioners, teachers & assistants, playworkers, 
youth workers or any educator working with children 
and young people.  Learn to use the outdoors in your 
own setting as a more productive learning 
environment.  Build confidence and expand your 
‘toolkit’ of ideas, skills and techniques. 

 
Course Units:  

 Sustainable Use of Resources 

 Outdoor Learning Practitioner 

Award in Leading the Outdoor Curriculum (Level 3 
QCF) 
Intended for those whose role is to champion and co-
ordinate Outdoor Learning in their school or setting. 
 
Course Units include: 

 Sustainable Use of Resources  

 Outdoor Learning Practitioner 

 Supporting Learning, Play and Development  in  the 

Outdoors 

 Observation and Evaluation of Outdoor Learning 

 Outdoor Curriculum Co‐ordinator 

For further details of these and other professional 
development courses, including Twilight or Inset 
sessions in your setting, please contact: 
 
Gillian Traverse  
Outdoor Learning Solutions – 07790 889967 
outdoorlearningsolutions@gmail.com 
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Taking Learning Outdoors: Time to Redress the Balance? 



Your Green Future 
 
March saw the return of another successful Your 
Green Future event to Solihull. Across the two-day 
event over 400 students, from 19 local secondary 
schools, had the chance to work alongside 35 
businesses and 10 university students in a series of 
creative challenges which addressed businesses’ real 
life sustainability issues. 
 
The Dragon’s Den styled ‘Your Innovative Future’ 
workshop saw the return of Jaguar Land Rover and 
Tata Motors as they pitched to the students their new 
electric car designs, each vying for the student 
dragon’s fictional £1m investment. The students 
loved the concept that they were in charge of the 
purse strings and asked really challenging questions 
of the businesses before relinquishing their money! 
 
Other workshops encouraged the students to develop 
their own ideas for the future. Working with 
companies such as Lush and John Lewis, a winning 
group from the Your Business Future workshop came 
up with the concept of a sustainability app, enabling 
consumers to look at the sustainability rating of a 
product before they buy it. 
 
“An opportunity for students to learn more about 
sustainability and how it affects the world around us 
as well as gain advice and information relating to 
career sectors and FE/HE opportunities which they 
may not have considered.” (Teacher) 
 
“I really enjoyed encouraging them to use logic, 
mathematics and to consider the overall impact of 
what they were planning. We work with young 
people too rarely, and reminding ourselves that we 
want them to do what we do (but better) is as good 
an incentive as any to participate in the future.” 
(Business Mentor)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next Your Green Future events will take place at 
the University of West of England in May and Oxford 
in October. See www.yourgreenfuture.org.uk for 
further details.  
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Is your school eligible for free visits to 
WWT Slimbridge Wetland Centre? 

Whether you are looking for a hands-on exploratory 
investigation into wetland life and habitats, or 
wanting to understand the survival and conservation 
of wetland species, we offer a unique combination of 
curriculum-linked guided and self-guided learning 
sessions suited to a wide range of ages and abilities. 
Spring is a fantastic time to visit WWT Slimbridge for 
an amazing learning experience outdoors. Migratory 
birds are arriving, flying vast distances for food and 
warmth, baby birds are beginning to appear and our 
wetlands are full of spring colours, textures and 
patterns. Come and join us now for your outdoor 
learning adventure and take advantage of our great 
value package for schools. Generously funded by 
HSBC, our Inspiring Generations scheme is offering 
free school visits to WWT Slimbridge Wetland Centres 
for 3000 pupils and their teachers. 

Which schools are eligible for a free visit? This 
project is open to state-funded schools where 20% or 
more pupils on roll are eligible for school meals 
through qualifying benefits. Our eligible schools list is 
based on data provided to us by the Department for 
Education. 

What’s included in the free visit? Our free school 
visits include full day admission to our centre for 
pupils and accompanying adults (within ratio), plus 
an optional guided learning session. It does not 
include travel costs or lunch. 

When can we visit? This offer is available term time 
only, all year round, and is subject to availability. 
Advance booking is essential. We advise you book 
early to avoid disappointment as places are filling up 
quickly.   

How many pupils can I bring? Providing spaces are 
available, there’s no limit on the number of pupils 
you bring to our centre over a series of visits. Each of 
our guided learning sessions can hold up to 35 pupils 
plus accompanying adult. Our minimum numbers for 
sessions are 12 pupils from mainstream schools.  

To check if your school is eligible and to discuss your 
free visit, please contact our Learning team.  
T:01453 891117   
E: education.slimbridge@wwt.org.uk 


